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To make the most of things – that’s what every company 
wants. Whether to maximise profit, processes or 
customer satisfaction, it’s something we invest a lot of 
time into. But do you get the most out of your company’s 
materials, products and waste streams? EME knows 
from experience that there is a lot of financial and 
environmental value to be gained from examining these 
things. If you’re interested in seeing how your company 
stands to gain from its waste, you can find out more by 
doing an EME Quick Scan.

How it works
In a short time, the EME Quick Scan maps a particular material, product 
or waste stream in your company. For instance, that could be coffee 
grounds, computer cables or even washing machines.

There are 2 steps involved with the EME Quick Scan. Using a standardised 
format that we developed, Step 1 is to create a ‘Resources Passport’. The 
Resources Passport provides an overview of the components and origins 
of a material or product, which gives it a definable identity.
That’s important for step 2 – identifying the potential added value that can 
be derived from that material, product or waste stream. Then we ask: can 
higher-value solutions be found? If so, how much money can be earned 
with that? And finally, but crucially, how much environmental gain can be 
found in those higher-value solutions?

EME investigated the potential value of coffee 
grounds for the company Sodexo. Coffee grounds 
are usually a waste product in the hospitality 
industry because they cannot be reused again to 
make coffee.

Most of the time, the grounds end up in an 
incinerator or at a biomass plant.

An example from practice: coffee grounds

Thanks to our Resources Passport, we were able 
to identify much higher-value reuse options – for 
example, extracting pigment from coffee grounds to 
make ink. In addition, grounds contain linoleic acid, 
which is an ingredient in soap.

Isn’t it a shame to let all that value go up in flames?
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High-value is key
Everything that we do at EME boils down to one key concept: high-
value. We use a unique method to determine whether a solution for your 
material or waste-product is high-value. To make that determination, we 
consider 3 elements: environmental, financial and social.

Companies often refer to the ‘waste hierarchy’ when it comes to circularity 
in the material and product chain. The simplest analogy is to see it as a 
ladder. For instance, burning materials with energy recovery scores low on 
the ladder because value is lost. Recycling is a higher-value way – reusing 
a product is a higher-value solution, so it’s higher up the ladder. Yet in our 
view, high-value equates to more than just the ecological footprint. It’s 
also about the financial picture and whether it’s an interesting business 
case.

And let’s not forget the social aspect. Of course, it would be great if jobs 
could be created by recycling or reusing a material or waste product. 
However, it can’t be called a ‘high-value solution’ if people are exploited 
somewhere along the line.

What we ask of you
We only ask two things in order to perform the Quick Scan and to make 
everything as easy as possible for you.

1. That you provide us with as much information as possible about the 
material, product or waste stream.
A Life Cycle Analysis (LCA), Environmental Product Declaration (EPD) and 
a Bill of Materials (BOM) are also useful, if you have them available. We 
will provide you with a list so that we can make the overview we provide 
you with as complete as possible.

2. An investment of 1,000 euros.

The benefits 
in a nutshell

+ Fast and thorough 
advice within 5 
business days.

+ Easy insight into the 
potential of your 
material, product or 
waste stream – and 
whether you lose 
money and can save on 
CO2.

+ Certainty. Answers 
to the question about 
whether or not your 
company gains the 
maximum potential 
from the material or 
product flow. And if not, 
clear next steps on how 
to do so in a better and 
smarter way.

Cynthia Mooij

Cynthia Mooij
2. An investment of 990 euros.



Questions? 
Feel free to 
contact us!

About EME

info@excessmaterialsexchange.com

Excess Materials Exchange (EME) is a young and 
innovative technology company. Our digital matching 
platform provides solutions for one of the major 
global issues that we now face: namely, the waste 
problem. We find new high-value reuse options for 
materials or (waste) products for companies. In 
addition, we provide them with valuable data in an 
insightful way, so that they can make a substantial 
contribution to a circular economy.
We are determined to radically disrupt the way we 
deal with resources, materials and waste streams.

Far too many valuable resources and materials are 
wasted or ill-designed in the current paradigm, 
for which the planet must pay a heavy price. We 
need a different approach that combines social, 
organisational and cultural aspects. We firmly 
believe in an essential need for technological 
transformation. Using Blockchain, artificial 
intelligence and the smart use of data, EME is 
accelerating the global transition to a circular 
economy – and playing a part in creating a more 
viable planet.

For today, and into the future.

“We have to find ways of giving what we unhelpfully refer to as ‘waste’ a proper value – we have to monetize it. 
(...) I was intrigued to hear about the innovative approach being developed in the Netherlands by a company called 
Excess Materials Exchange. They have developed a digital marketplace where companies can exchange materials 
and products, and which seeks to identify the highest-value uses. This looks promising as an example of a new 
approach that might help unlock the full potential of the circular economy.”

Prince Charles – HRH the Prince of Wales
At Business in the Community’s ‘Waste-to-Wealth Summit’
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